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In Principal 

 
Welcome Back 

I hope that your Easter break was a fabulous one, in whatever form it took. Our school 
had a remarkable first term and the break was appreciated by our students and staff 
members. 

 
This fortnight has seen us get rolling on a number of activities, including Cross Country, 

Parent-Teacher Interviews and our school ANZAC Parade. Some of these were carried 
over from last term and this has meant that the notice was short. My apologies if this im-

pacted negatively on you and your family, but given the events on the horizon, it was bet-
ter that we went ahead with the aforementioned events as soon as possible. 

 
Also, a gentle reminder regarding attendance at school. Pre-COVID, our school-

wide attendance rate was about 95%. It currently stands at about 90%. I feel that this 
number could be a little higher. Please do everything possible to have your children at 

school every day and on time. 
 

Toys at School 
I have shared with you in previous newsletters that there has been an increase in toys and 

other high interest items at school. These serve as a distraction and they often go miss-
ing. Please discourage your child from bringing such items to school. Our staff members 
will hold onto such items for the day, so that the child can take them home in the after-

noon. 
 

Life – Stress 
Last newsletter I started sharing information about stress. Whilst a certain amount is 

necessary to motivate us to do something, too much of it is counter-productive. Finding a 
way to unplug from the demands of work, school, family and everything else is crucial if 

we want to remain healthy and productive. 
Dr Mercola, a physician and author, described 4 stress relieving tools to quiet our minds. 

The next one follows: 
 

Rejuvenation Through Meditation - one of the best activities for reducing stress and 
improving health. Before you dismiss meditation as the realm of Buddhist monks or hip-

pies, let's take a closer look. At its most basic level, meditation helps you take a deliber-
ate break from the stream of thoughts that are constantly flowing in and out of your 

mind. In so doing, your pulse, breathing and heart rate begin to slow; your muscles relax; 
and your mind enjoys the peace that comes from the silencing of racing thoughts.  

 
Meditation has been shown to produce beneficial brain changes, both short and long 
term, such as improved attention span and better focus, even amidst distractions. It can 

also lower your blood pressure, protect your heart and boost your immune system. It 
might be helpful to begin with five minutes and work your way up to longer periods as 

your meditative skills develop. 
 

May you have an enriching week. 
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GATES OPEN     
8:15AM and 2:50PM 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 8:15am 
 

ABSENCE LINE  3381 4688 
 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Mondays 8.30  -  9.35am 
Fridays 8.35am  -  9.35am 
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In Principal 
 
I’m breaking tradition here by doing an end of term newsletter (not even in the last week!), 
but it’s worthwhile to affirm some messages about next term arrangements. 
 
Our attendance rate took a nose dive in the last week or two, dropping to 89.6%. 
 
Collecting Your Child Early from School 
 
The following arrangements commence next term: 
 

If your child is to leave for an appointment in the afternoon, contact the school in the 
morning to let us know the child’s name, the reason for them leaving early and 
what time they will be collected. 

If an emergency situation arises and there is no other option but for you to collect your 
child, calling the school before you arrive will enable us to assist you. 

Without prior contact, any family member wishing to collect a child in the last session 
will wait until 3:00. 

Family members collecting children during either break will also need to contact the 
school so that the child can be collected from the office. Without this step, the 
family members will wait until the end of the break when children go back into 
class, so they can be found efficiently. 

Messages sent to the school by phone or email after 2:30 cannot be passed on, except 
in extenuating circumstances. 

 
After School Processes 
 
From next term: 
 

Members of the Leadership Team will be at the front of the school until the school bus 
goes – about 3:15pm. 

After that time the remaining students will sit on the seats outside the office with very 
limited supervision. 

If you are running late because of an emergency or unforeseen circumstances, please 
call the office so that we can make arrangements for the supervision of your 
child/ren until you arrive. 

 
Harmony Week 
 
My deepest appreciation goes to all of the folks who were involved in this week’s 
Harmony Week Parade and the various activities in the school and classrooms. I watched 
with a great sense of pride as people engaged in these activities, sharing their stories, 
histories and beliefs. 
 
I sense that we are at a tipping point as a school, as we further embrace the cultures and 
identities of all of our people, celebrating who we are and deepening our sense of 
belonging. 
 
Finally 
 
Have the most remarkable break, whatever that means for your family. The learning, 
excitement and mischief will continue next term and beyond. 
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Financial News 
 

Financial - PROCEDURES 
 No cash payments are accepted. All payments can be made via QParents/BPoint and EFTPOS through the 
office Monday – Friday from 8:15am - 10:30am. 
BPOINT is an online payment system and is the preferred payment method (along with QParents). This option 
is accessed through an internet weblink which appears on all invoices and statements. 
 When making payments via BPoint from the invoice or statement, please ensure to enter each payment 

separately using the invoice number and amount. 

Payment will not clear if entered any other way. 
Please be mindful when paying via BPoint for overdue invoices, as payments may take 48 hours to register in 
the system. To avoid any confusion, we strongly recommend you pay before  the due date.   
If you are expecting an invoice for an excursion/incursion/camp or other school related program, please check 
your "Junk/ Spam Folder" or search your emails for "@eq.edu.au".  
Invoices are emailed on the day of/or day after circulars are handed to students. If you still cannot locate the 

invoice and need another copy, please email us on admin@woodlinksss.eq.edu.au 

 

Financial – PAYMENT PLANS 
A Payment Plan is designed to provide parents/carers with an easy, trouble-free way to pay Student Resource 
fees and other fees such as excursions, camp, swimming etc. 
Payment Plans need to be negotiated with the Business Manager and approved at the principal’s discretion. 
All discussions will be held in the strictest confidence. 
If you want to discuss this further, please contact, Debbie McGuire-Horrigan (Business Manager) via 
dhorr2@eq.edu.au. 

 

                              
 

mailto:admin@woodlinksss.eq.edu.au
mailto:dhorr2@eq.edu.au
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