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In Principal 

 
Welcome Back 

I hope that your Easter break was a fabulous one, in whatever form it took. Our school 
had a remarkable first term and the break was appreciated by our students and staff 
members. 

 
This fortnight has seen us get rolling on a number of activities, including Cross Country, 

Parent-Teacher Interviews and our school ANZAC Parade. Some of these were carried 
over from last term and this has meant that the notice was short. My apologies if this im-

pacted negatively on you and your family, but given the events on the horizon, it was bet-
ter that we went ahead with the aforementioned events as soon as possible. 

 
Also, a gentle reminder regarding attendance at school. Pre-COVID, our school-

wide attendance rate was about 95%. It currently stands at about 90%. I feel that this 
number could be a little higher. Please do everything possible to have your children at 

school every day and on time. 
 

Toys at School 
I have shared with you in previous newsletters that there has been an increase in toys and 

other high interest items at school. These serve as a distraction and they often go miss-
ing. Please discourage your child from bringing such items to school. Our staff members 
will hold onto such items for the day, so that the child can take them home in the after-

noon. 
 

Life – Stress 
Last newsletter I started sharing information about stress. Whilst a certain amount is 

necessary to motivate us to do something, too much of it is counter-productive. Finding a 
way to unplug from the demands of work, school, family and everything else is crucial if 

we want to remain healthy and productive. 
Dr Mercola, a physician and author, described 4 stress relieving tools to quiet our minds. 

The next one follows: 
 

Rejuvenation Through Meditation - one of the best activities for reducing stress and 
improving health. Before you dismiss meditation as the realm of Buddhist monks or hip-

pies, let's take a closer look. At its most basic level, meditation helps you take a deliber-
ate break from the stream of thoughts that are constantly flowing in and out of your 

mind. In so doing, your pulse, breathing and heart rate begin to slow; your muscles relax; 
and your mind enjoys the peace that comes from the silencing of racing thoughts.  

 
Meditation has been shown to produce beneficial brain changes, both short and long 
term, such as improved attention span and better focus, even amidst distractions. It can 

also lower your blood pressure, protect your heart and boost your immune system. It 
might be helpful to begin with five minutes and work your way up to longer periods as 

your meditative skills develop. 
 

May you have an enriching week. 
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DATE CLAIMERS: 
 

Anzac Day 
Thurs 25th April  
Public Holiday 

 
Year 5 Eureka Excursion 

Mon 29th April 
 

School Photos 
Wed 1st May 

& 
Thurs 2nd May 

 
Office Administration Staff 

Appreciate Day 
3rd May 

 
Labour Day 

Mon 6th May 
Public Holiday 

 
Mothers Day Stall 

Thurs 9th May 
& 

Fri 10th May 
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GATES OPEN     
8:15AM and 2:50PM 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 8:15am 
 

ABSENCE LINE  3381 4688 
 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Mondays 8.30  -  9.35am 
Fridays 8.35am  -  9.35am 

24th April2024 

In Principal 
 
Our current attendance rate is 88.7%.  
 
Queensland Engagement and Wellbeing Survey (QEW) 
 
In the next few weeks, students in Years 4,5 and 6 will be asked to take part in the QEW.  
The survey is designed to measure how students view their wellbeing and engagement 
across different topics. The information we get from the survey helps us better understand 
and support our students.  
 
If you’d like more information, including FAQs, can be found on the Education website: 
https://qed.qld.gov.au/publications/reports/statistics/schooling/students/queensland-
engagement-wellbeing-survey 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reply to this message or to call me. 
 
School ANZAC Day Parade 
 
Last Monday our school honored ANZAC Day with a parade, where students laid wreaths 
on behalf of their classes, the significance of the day was shared and we heard from  
Mr Martin Shaw, who represented the Wounded Heroes Australia, a group that works to 
support homeless veterans. The money that was donated today by students will go to 
support the work of that group. Our students drew comments from the people there about 
the deeply respectful manner in which they behaved. 
 
My thanks go to the community members who attended the parade today and to all of our 
school folks who contributed towards making it such a success. 
 
Pardon? 
 
Truly listening is something that I always work to improve upon - I would cut in before the 
other person had finished speaking or didn’t pay attention to what was underneath their 
words. Here are some steps I found that will allow you to listen with your heart: 
 

• Really focus on the other person. What emotions do you hear? How does the voice 
sound? Lively, sad, angry? 

• Don’t take what the other person says personally. Get out of the way of the 
message. Instead ask the person what they really mean. Ask open questions to 
understand what might be going on. 

• Get “next to the other person”. Instead of trying to solve the problem (that’s “above 
the person”), listen for where the person is. If your friend is hurting, feel the hurt 
with them. Don’t try and fix the hurt. If your teenager is angry at you, feel their 
anger rather than defend yourself. 

• Use your intuition to hear the messages behind the words. If you feel something 
inside, you are listening with your heart. Take a risk and share what you are feeling 
e.g., “I sense that you are afraid of your boss.” Even if you’re not right, this can 
allow the other person to understand what they might be feeling. 

• Practice using metaphors to explain your intuition or to explain the other person’s 
feeling. Putting what we feel into a visual image helps us cope with it e.g., “As you 
talk, I keep getting this image of a deep, dark well. Is that how you’re feeling?” 

 
Listening with your heart takes practice. The next time you feel frustrated with the way 
your communication is going, get out of the way and let your heart take over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://qed.qld.gov.au/publications/reports/statistics/schooling/students/queensland-engagement-wellbeing-survey
https://qed.qld.gov.au/publications/reports/statistics/schooling/students/queensland-engagement-wellbeing-survey
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Financial News 
 

Financial - PROCEDURES 
 No cash payments are accepted. All payments can be made via QParents/BPoint and EFTPOS through the 
office Monday – Friday from 8:15am - 10:30am. 
BPOINT is an online payment system and is the preferred payment method (along with QParents). This option 
is accessed through an internet weblink which appears on all invoices and statements. 
 When making payments via BPoint from the invoice or statement, please ensure to enter each payment 

separately using the invoice number and amount. 

Payment will not clear if entered any other way. 
Please be mindful when paying via BPoint for overdue invoices, as payments may take 48 hours to register in 
the system. To avoid any confusion, we strongly recommend you pay before  the due date.   
If you are expecting an invoice for an excursion/incursion/camp or other school related program, please check 
your "Junk/ Spam Folder" or search your emails for "@eq.edu.au".  
Invoices are emailed on the day of/or day after circulars are handed to students. If you still cannot locate the 

invoice and need another copy, please email us on admin@woodlinksss.eq.edu.au 

 

Financial – PAYMENT PLANS 
A Payment Plan is designed to provide parents/carers with an easy, trouble-free way to pay Student Resource 
fees and other fees such as excursions, camp, swimming etc. 
Payment Plans need to be negotiated with the Business Manager and approved at the principal’s discretion. 
All discussions will be held in the strictest confidence. 
If you want to discuss this further, please contact, Debbie McGuire-Horrigan (Business Manager) via 
dhorr2@eq.edu.au. 

 

                              
 

mailto:admin@woodlinksss.eq.edu.au
mailto:dhorr2@eq.edu.au
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Week 2 Newsletter 
 
In Year 4, we have been up to a lot interesting things so far this year including Persuasive, 
Informative Multi-media presentations, life-cycles of animals, location and direction, data 
collection and representation, investigating South America and Africa; personal safety 

strategies, Sporting Wheelies and, End of Term Escape Room, Board Games and Glow Party. 
 
This term we will add to the excitement with:  

• Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program; starting in Week 4- please see your 
child’s class teacher if you can volunteer.  

• Reading and comprehending Traditional Stories - Students will teach a moral by creating 
a story following the narrative structure in English. Throughout Week 1, students have 
enjoyed a variety of stories that teach a lesson. They have discussed their 
interpretations of the stories and how the moral might help the audience.  

• A variety of mathematics concepts - chance (likelihood scale, dependent and 
independent events), number and place value: odd and even rules; patterns; addition; 
subtraction and multiplication and time (converting between units of time and calculating 
duration). Problem solving will be a focus in each concept and students will engage with 
a range of methods to share their understanding and skills.   

• Fast Forces in Science – we’ll learn about push, pull, gravity, friction and magnetism. 
Students will engage with forces through a variety of experiments utilising ‘games’ with 
results that can be measured. For example, friction will be explored through ‘bowls’ on a 
variety of surfaces and gravity observed through ‘Keepy Uppy’ with stop watches to see 
who can use the applied force of push to keep a balloon up the longest.  

• Sustainability in HASS - Starting with the responsibilities of the three levels of 
government and working through to how we manage waste locally at WoodLinks.  

• In Health, we are learning about online safety strategies; how we stay safe online and 
manage unsafe situations. Some strategies are “Stop, Close, Tell” and “Block and 
Report”. Students have already learnt about the importance of not sharing any personal 
information online.  

 
We are looking forward to another fantastic term of learning together in the Year 4 Cohort.  
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Sports Report 
PE Lessons  
Please remember to bring your hats and drink bottles to your PE lessons and gala.  
 
Cross Country  
Thankyou to everyone who attended the Cross Country Carnival last term, we’d like to congratulate all 

the Age Champions, Fashions on the Field winners and the winning house -TOPAZ! 

 
Sporting Wheelies  
Our Year 4 students had the opportunity to learn how to play Wheelchair Basketball in Week 10 of Term 
1. We’d like to thank Sporting Wheelies for giving us this opportunity to experience different sports and 
we’re looking forward to watching the Game Changers (coaches) play at the Paralympics in Paris later 
this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFL 
Thankyou to everyone who nominated to be part of the AFL team. Unfortunately we don’t have enough 
to make a boys’  team. But the girls will be attending a competition on the 8th May. Notes have been sent 
home. Please ensure they are returned by Friday 26 April  
 

Futsal  
Congratulations to our 10 years Boys and 11years Girls Futsal teams for making the finals. We’d also 
like to congratulate the players who were selected for the Queensland team.  
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Fit Kids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Teacher vs Student Borouijin 
Thankyou to our Year 6 students and all 
the teachers who played or supported our 

teacher vs student game at the end of  term. 
The TEACHERS WON!!  
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